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1 The (inaudible) of our grant requires to have 

2 a municipality oversee it, and so that was the only 

3 way we were going to get that $2 million, was to 

4 take that kind of activity. So the Mayor was in 

5 agreement and decided to go ahead. All of our 

6 communications with the community has been nothing 

7 but support and aloha for this. Thank you. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Parsons, any comment? 

9 MR. PARSONS: Thank you, Mr. Chair. For the record, Rob 

10 

11 
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Parsons, Mayor's Office. While this has been a 

collaborative effort with Mr. DeLeon and Ms. Carroll 

taking the lead over the past year and a half, 11ve 

been asked in the past few months to assist, much as 

I did with the Waihee purchase, because as pursuant 

to the Open Space Preservation Fund ordinance, there 

is language that asks that there is comments from 

appropriate agencies. So I sent out requests to 

nearly a dozen agencies, County departments, State, 

and Federal departments, and also organizations in 

the Hana area. And those that commented, their 

letters have been included in your transmittal 

package. 

This is a different kind of use of the Open 

Space Preservation Fund than what we did with 

Waihee, so we are breaking a little bit of new 
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ground here. We've learned some things along the 

way. This is a complex package that we've brought 

to you for your consideration. And I'm also a 

little bit personally conflicted as environmental 

coordinator that we've given you about 500 pages of 

paper. And there's a lot of duplication there. The 

reason for that is simply that we acted on advice 

from Corp. Counsel that said we would also need 

resolution to acquire the land. This wasn't needed 

in the case of Waihee because of we were granting 

that -- there was a grant procedure rather than 

acquisition procedure. So we -- you will see that 

there's about 100 -- or actually closer to 200 pages 

of the very lengthy appraisal attached with each of 

the resolution requests. 

And we are pleased that these have come 

together. We thought initially that the lands 

acquisition might have to be heard in the Government 

Relations Committee, which is why we sent them 

separately. And thank you, Mr. Chair, and your 

Committee Members for your consideration of bringing 

these forward in a timely manner. And a special 

thanks to Trust for Public Land, their board voting 

to actually give us all some time to give this the 

consideration and deliberation that it deserves, 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 8/3/04 109 

1 because this is a very complex matter. 

2 I would note that in the last election there 

3 were several Charter amendments, and the one asking 

4 the voters if they approved of appropriating 1 

5 percent of the real property tax towards the Open 

6 Space Preservation Fund, 73 percent of the voters, 

7 which I think was the largest margin of any of the 

8 Charter amendments, approved using the real property 

9 

10 
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tax in this manner. So I think the testimony that 

we've heard testimony from especially our East Maui 

residents shows that there's broad support for this 

kind of thing and the recent history on our island 

has seen that many of these precious coastal lands 

have yielded to development pressures. 

So here we think we have a golden 

opportunity. It seems like it's nearly within our 

grasp, and so I'm very grateful to all the entities 

and individuals that have participated and shown up 

today. It has been a collaborative effort, and we 

look forward to collaborating with you, Council 

Members, and assisting you to make the wise decision 

here. And special thanks to Councilmember Carroll, 

because we've communicated very effectively, and so 

we turn it over to you. 

We also would like to correct a couple of 
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1 things that have been transmitted both in the budget 

2 amendment request and in the resolution itself. It 

3 speaks of one parcel. Well, in reviewing with Real 

4 Property Tax and with our GIS Division, we have 

5 found that we are now talking about the same land 

6 area but it now has been designated second TMK 

7 number. And I know that Bill Medeiros from GIS is 

8 available to make a clear presentation on how that 

9 happened with two subdivisions and reorganizations 

10 of these lands at MU'olea Point. Thank you, 

11 Mr. Chair. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you very much. That was an area of 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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concern that we needed to have cleared up, whether 

we're talking about one TMK parcel or two TMK 

parcels. Since this is -- will be a formal 

transaction, it needs to be documented and recorded 

with the appropriate Land Court and Bureau of 

Conveyances. 

Members, the Chair is well aware of the time, 

but I believe it is fair to allow you at least one 

round to ask questions before the Chair will take 

into consideration how to proceed so we can get a 

resolution on this item. 

Mr. Carroll, questions for what you've heard 

of so far from the Administration? 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: I have no questions, Chair, but if 

2 I may make a 60-second comment over here. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Please do. 

4 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: Thank you, Chair. I would just 

5 like to say thank you to the Administration and to 

6 the Chair especially of the Budget Committee, 

7 Mr. Hokama, and the members. I really appreciate 

8 everyone working together on this. This is not 

9 something that only one person or only one group can 

10 bring about. It's people in here and people even 

11 outside of these chambers that we're going to have 

12 to work with in order to be successful in acquiring 

13 this land. It's a very special place, and I know 

14 that working together I'm sure that we can resolve 

15 this and truly preserve a place that I think the 

16 only two words I would use to describe the land are 

17 love and respect. Thank you. 

18 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Kane? 

19 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Mr. Chair, I just wanted to take this 

20 
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opportunity to thank you as the Chair for Budget and 

Finance to be inclusive of the two items that are 

definitely, you know r distinct and separate and that 

the number two item regarding the actual 

acquisition l as was stated by Mr. Parsons, would 

normally be talked about/ discussed, and acted upon 
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in the Government Relations Committee. However, we 

made the decision as a body at that last Council 

meeting to ask for your consideration, Chair, in 

taking up both of them at the same time to try to 

expedite this particular process, but in no way, 

Mr. Chair, would I want you to -- to move with any 

kind of haste with this. 

As was stated by Administration, this is a 

500 plus page, you know, documents that were given 

to us, of which 200 pages approximately were 

duplicated. There are a lot of complexities 

involved in it. I think from a conceptual 

standpoint I think we all agree that the right thing 

to do is to move forward and try to make this work. 

However, I think it is in our best interest as well 

and in all fairness to the community at large that 

we be very deliberate in our steps that we take to 

look at this particular project. 

So I look forward to the -- our -- what we're 

about to embark on, and I believe that there are a 

lot of issues that we need to provide clarity with. 

And, again, I want to thank you for taking the lead, 

Chair, in taking up both the items at the same time 

so that we can try to reach some resolve, as you 

stated, resolution in a timely but deliberate 
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1 manner. Thank you. 

2 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Ms. Johnson. 

3 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Just two questions for the 

4 Administration, and one you might not be able to 

5 answer, and that's regarding Trust for Public Lands 

6 I believe had a time constraint for the bridge loan. 

7 Do you know exactly what the time constraint would 

8 be on that bridge loan? 

9 MR. DeLEON: We prefer that The Trust for Public Land 

10 answer. 

11 CHAIR HOKAMA: Maybe if Mr. Stanbro, are you prepared to 

12 answer the question from Ms. Johnson? 

13 MR. STANBRO: Yes. 

14 CHAIR HOKAMA: You need to come forward, please, Joshua, 

15 so that we can have you on the record. Did you 

16 understand the question from Ms. Johnson? 

17 MR. STANBRO: I believe so. When the national board voted 

18 last week, they authorized an emergency loan for a 

19 period of up to six months. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: That was what I needed to know. 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Thank you. And the second question is in regard to 

testimony that we received. Thank you, Josh. This 

one will be for the Administration. With regard to 

testimony that was received from Colette Machado, 

there is some concerns about OHA's participation. 
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1 However, I noted very clearly that you welcome that 

2 participation l and I would just like to know, at 

3 least for my purposes, do you believe that their 

4 having some kind of financial input will strengthen 

5 the position at least for the cultural preservation 

6 with the funding that the source is coming from? 

7 MR. DeLEON: I didn't quite get the end of that, the 

8 cultural -- I didn't understand that. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I just wanted to find out through 

10 OHA's participation l the comment had been made that 

11 you welcomed or the Administration welcomed the 

12 participation of the funding from OHA. One thing 

13 that I would like to know is do you also believe 

14 that that will strengthen in terms of the cultural 

15 monies, because this is coming through a cultural 

16 grant, and for educational and cultural purposes and 

17 historic preservation? Do you believe that that 

18 would also strengthen the position that this is a 

19 very clear purpose for the use of that funds in 

20 your in your opinion? 

21 MR. DeLEON: Yes, that would be the case. Obviously this 

22 

23 

24 

25 

is very -- very much Hawaiian lands and is very 

appropriate that OHA be involved with these kind of 

lands in this manner. I'd like to point out, 

however, that the -- that we don't have a direct 
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1 transaction with OHA in this. It's between The 

2 Trust for Public Land and OHA, and we'll be 

3 acquiring the property subsequently from Trust for 

4 Public Land. 

5 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Right, and I understand that. I 

6 just wanted to -- you know, I guess for public 

7 purposes to let people know that it is really 

8 appropriate that they participate because of the 

9 things that you've stated. 

10 MR. DeLEON: We do encourage their participation, yes. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay, thank you very much. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Mateo? 

13 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman, thank you. Just to maybe 

14 Mele, just for clarification. Ms. Carroll, on the 

15 first amendment to agreement of sale dated 

16 January -- as of January 30, 2004, Item A indicates 

17 that the purchase price of the property shall be, 

18 and it's like, you know, less than a million dollars 

19 of the 4 million that we're talking about now. What 

20 was that difference? 

21 MS. CARROLL: Meaning from the 4 million -- can you --

22 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Well, I'm -- you know, it's just 

23 

24 

25 

that the purchase price according to the agreement 

says three million eight -- 3.8 really, and we're 

talking about -- you know, I'm looking at the 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 8/3/04 116 

1 application you -- you did, and we're looking at 

2 over a 4 million price tag. What was the difference 

3 in the initial agreement versus what we're dealing 

4 with today? 

5 MS. CARROLL: Well, with the first agreement -- and this 

6 

7 

8 

9 
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is when we first wrote the grant proposal. When we 

received the award of 2,011,800, I believe it is, 

TPL was still in the process of raising the funding 

and they were having some challenges, but they also 

had a deadline and they had to go before the owners 

and ask for an extension. So this is when Teresa 

McHugh came to the Mayor and asked for help in the 

$1 million. And he was committed for the up to a 

million dollars because he saw this as a good 

project. 

See, it was almost like a juggling act. 

Because of not knowing where resources were coming 

from, knowing that she had written so many grant 

proposals and trying to do some fund-raising efforts 

out there, and this particular project came even 

before we got into -- Administration got into 

office. She expressed to our Mayor that there was 

some -- some hard -- she was having some hard time 

but she was running against time and the community 

still wanted to support this effort. 
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1 So from the 4 million in the first amendment 

2 to the agreement of sale we added the 3 million 

3 we added the extra million dollars to the price tag. 

4 Now, I know in there there's an error, right? You 

5 have that information. I don't have that 

6 information. It's just a short -- I don't have that 

7 information. I don't know it. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: Folks need time to respond to the question 

9 from Mr. Mateo? 

10 MS. CARROLL: We have it. I'm sorry. 

11 MR. PARSONS: Thank you, Chair. Our agreement of sale is 

12 set right now at purchasing the property from Trust 

13 for Public Lands for $3,008,000. 

14 MS. CARROLL: Right. 

15 MR. PARSONS: That's not the whole purchase price, and 

16 Trust for Public Land handles the rest of that. 

17 That reflects that we're in receipt of what we 

18 originally thought would be $2,008,000 through the 

19 Federal funds -- Federal award. However, when that 

20 award came in, the adjusted amount came in at 

21 2,011,800, I believe, so that is the reason that 

22 there's a discrepancy there. We are still, however, 

23 keeping the agreement of sale price at $3,008,000. 

24 MS. CARROLL: The County's portion. 

25 MR. PARSONS: So the County's portion remains the same, 
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1 despite the $3,800 discrepancy in what was expected 

2 and what was received through the Federal award. 

3 Does that help? 

4 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Okay. Then if the purchase price 

5 will be $3,008,000 

6 MR. PARSONS: Correct. 

7 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: with the Federal monies, the $2 

8 million, plus the County's million dollars, that 

9 kind of like will take care of this initial 

10 purchase? 

11 MS. CARROLL: Yes. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: But yet there is a potential 

13 participation by OHA, which also kicks in $342,000. 

14 Could -- will that make our portion any less than 

15 the million dollar commitment? 

16 MS. CARROLL: If we can have Josh explain the whole 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

process of how TPL -- no, that's a good question 

with their total amount and how this would transfer 

to the County of Maui, if it's okay to allow Josh, 

because it's -- our portion is the 3,008,000, but 

that's the question that we were asking TPL as well, 

and what we were told was the 3 million is the 

commitment of the County and whatever TPL raised, 

that's separate, because there's a total of 4 

million for the whole property. So that's towards 
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1 their difference. It's not towards the County's 

2 difference. 

3 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Stanbro, if you would, please, if you 

4 have any comments to Mr. Mateo's question. 

5 MR. STANBRO: Yeah, I can clarify that a little bit. If 

6 you look at the appraisal, the appraised value of 

7 the property is $4,050,000. The purchase price to 

8 the County is $3,008,000. Obviously there's a 

9 million dollar difference there. And what TPL has 

10 done is taken it on our shoulders to go out and 

11 raise that extra money, which includes the OHA funds 

12 to help cover that increment. So we thought that 

13 was a more reasonable way to approach it. Because 

14 the County was simply handling the NOAA fund being 

15 passed through the County and then hopefully an 

16 appropriation from your Open Space Fund, so that way 

17 you just handle the funds that you need to handle 

18 and then we cover the increment as best we can. I 

19 hope that helps. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you. Thank you, Chair. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Molina? 

22 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah, thank you, Chairman. I'm 

23 

24 

25 

going to take it from the perspective of the 

rather than the purchase of the land but more the 

maintenance or the stewardship of the land. My 
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1 understanding is the Ho'onipaa No Hana Foundation 

2 and the Kipahulu Ohana will serve as the 

3 administrators of the land, and it will cost money, 

4 as we know, to maintain the land. Because this is a 

5 beautiful acreage with a lot of cultural 

6 significance. Now, has the County or the 

7 Administration made a commitment or taken a position 

8 to contribute towards the stewardship of the land? 

9 MS. CARROLL: At this time, in our discussions with the 

10 management, because when we went out to Hana, we 

11 received a lot of testimony not just from Kipahulu 

12 Ohana and Ho'onipaa No Hana Foundation, but also 

13 community members from that ancestral land in 

14 wanting to participate. So at this time I believe 

15 we don't have a commitment from a specific entity 

16 and we'd like to include the County Council in that 

17 process when it's being developed in terms of 

18 working with the community. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. My other question, 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Mr. Chair, I know out of respect for your 

consideration of time, I have more questions later. 

In terms of access to the site, can you comment on, 

you know, once the assuming the land is 

purchased, access issues to the site and any plans 

on how this area will be used and developed? Now, I 
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1 believe there's going to be some type of education 

2 program, I p~esume, that will be developed as long 

3 as -- as well as the restoration to the heiau. Can 

4 I get comment on that? 

5 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. DeLeon. 

6 MR. DeLEON: Mr. Molina, thank you. Basically that's tied 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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20 
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25 

to the management. Most of the management issues, 

it will be addressed in conjunction with deciding 

how we're going to manage the property. When I say 

we, I mean the community. So it's going to be 

community managed, and the idea's not for just a 

certain select people or group of people being able 

to use the property. That is to open it up to the 

broader community, and yeah, there will be an 

educational component in our thought processes at 

this point, and that's been made clear to the 
I 

community as well, but same thing (inaudible) to 

I 

wrestle out th6se kind of considerations before you 
I 

I 

actually own the property. So we're going to go 
I 

! 

ahead with att~mpting to acquire the property first, 
i 

especially in ~he urgency we have now, and then come 
I, 

back to those ~anagement questions after -- after 
I 

! 

that's done. Ii 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: \ Thank you, Chairman. And I ask 

these questions just so there's an understanding at 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 8/3/04 122 

1 the beginning of what's at stake, rather than, you 

2 know, after the fact and then, you know, there may 

3 be some misunderstandings as to what is supposed to 

4 be done, so that way we clear the air now. Thank 

5 you. 

6 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Mr. Pontanilla? 

7 COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Chair. I'm going to 

8 wait until Bill Medeiros does his presentation, 

9 because I had questions on the tax map key numbers 

10 that, you know, very inconsistent in this document. 

11 So I'll pass. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Ms. Tavares? 

13 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Yeah, thank you. I was trying to 

14 figure out the math on this project, and from what 

15 The Trust for Public Land just said, my 

16 understanding is, then, The Trust for Public Land is 

17 responsible for $250,000 totali is that the 

18 understanding? The appraisal price is 4,050,000. 

19 CHAIR HOKAMA: That's correct. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: The County's supposedly -- the 

21 County's responsible portion is 3.8 million. Would 

22 somebody correct one of those figures? 

23 MR. DeLEON: Three -- three million eight hundred -- eight 

24 thousand. 

25 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: 3 / 008,000. 
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1 MR. DeLEON: Not 80 or 800 1000. 

2 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: OkaYI and that theOHA portion l if 

3 they pass itl would be applicable only to The Trust 

4 for Public Lands portion, that the County's assigned 

5 portion is going to be the NOAA grant l the State 

6 money 1 which nobody said anything about the State 

7 money so far today. 

8 CHAIR HOKAMA: 100 1000. 

9 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: 100 1000 is it? 

10 MR. DeLEON: That goes to the front end, so it's not on 

11 our side. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: What front end? 

13 MR. DeLEON: TPL buying the property. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So that money goes to TPL? 

15 MR. DeLEON: Right. No, it goes to the property owners. 

16 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: To the property owners? 

17 MR. DeLEON: Right. 

18 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Isn't TPL the property owner right 

19 now? 

20 MR. DeLEON: No. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: That's who we are being asked to buy the 

22 land from. 

23 MR. DeLEON: I don't know 1 is that final? 

24 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So we're supposed to buy the land 

25 from TPL 1 but they're not the owners of the land? 
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1 MR. DeLEON: They will be the --

2 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: They will be? 

3 MR. DeLEON: Yeah. 

4 MR. STANBRO: We're working on that as fast as we can. If 

5 I might interject( escrow process will take some 

6 time. We've just entered escrow. We just exercised 

7 our letter -- or our option( and so it will take 30 

8 to 60 days for the property to transfer( at which 

9 point TPL will own the land. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So it's in escrow right now. Have 

11 you received the State portion of it or the letter 

12 of intent for the State's portion? 

13 MR. STANBRO: Yes( we received the commitment from the 

14 State to release the funds, but we have not received 

15 the funds yet. 

16 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: So it's $100,000 is what the 

17 commitment's for? 

18 MR. STANBRO: Yes, that's correct. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Complex indeed. Yeah, Chairman, I 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

guess what I'm trying to get at is if we're all 

going to be in this together, there are so many 

players in here and we've just got to go step by 

step, and I guess that's what you're attempting to 

do today. If there is a possibility that the $1 

million is not needed, the entire $1 million is not 
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1 needed from the County of Maui, I would certainly 

2 support language that would change it to up to $1 

3 million in the documents. Because we do, as we all 

4 know, have other requests for acquisition of land 

5 other than this particular parcel. 

6 I fully support the acquisition of this -- of 

7 this parcell and I don't think any of us spoke 

8 against it through the budget and through -- before 

9 the budget. I mean, this is something that we were 

10 all I think of one mind seeing the importance of 

11 this particular project. I know that we wrote 

12 letters to the Congress -- to Congress, to the 

13 Governor, letting her know how we felt about it. So 

14 there's not been a question about whether or not we 

15 supported it. It's just that how we're going to do 

16 this -- this process. 

17 So, Mr. Chairman, if there's any way that I 

18 can help in this part or the next part or whichever 

19 part, I'd be very willing to assist you, Mr. Chair. 

20 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Members, let me just share some 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

additional requirements before I give you my 

recommendation. At 1:30, in 55 minutes, the 

Planning and Land Use Committee will meet for its 

posted agenda for the day. 

Next I would like to tell you that it is in 
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1 your Chair's best recommendation to you today, 

2 again, because The National Trust for Public Land 

3 has exercised an option that provides us some time, 

4 not a lot of time, but some time to do our proper 

5 due diligence. And since we do have questions about 

6 the long-term management and stewardship of this 

7 land, which normally comes with the request for 

8 consideration, not to be worked out at a later time, 

9 that it is your Chair's opinion to defer this matter 

10 to the very next Committee date, which is August --

11 MS. SAKAMOTO: 19. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIR HOKAMA: -- 19th at 1:30 p.m. And at this point, if 

I believe there's nothing else pressing, that will 

be -- this will be the only matter up for this 

Committee on that date. In the meantime, you have 

questions regarding the application, you have 

concerns about authorization, for give authorization 

to move to assign an agreement of sale, we can send 

that forward to Corporation Counsel, whether it's 

questions of funding. Because from one point, 

Members, this project was supposed to be the NOAA 

grant and the other 50 percent was to be generated 

and fund-raised by TPL. Period. There was no other 

entities involved in this project. Okay. Now it's 

a multi-tasked project with many other fingers in 
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1 the pot. 

2 So if you have questions about how we arrived 

3 at this point, make it known to the Chair so I can 

4 forward it to the appropriate people to discuss as 

5 well as we'll forward a letter to Parks that in the 

6 meantime, if acquisition is required -- accepted, 

7 there is no long-term stewardship plan in placet 

8 what is the Park's intention on an interim basis to 

9 manage the property and with what resources? 

10 Okay, in the meantime t the Chair will 

11 appointt with no objection, Mr. Carroll and 

12 Ms. Tavares to represent the Committee to work out 

13 with those interested in participating to get 

14 information back to this Committee prior to the 

15 August 19th meeting on how to approach management 

16 and long-term stewardship of this property. I want 

17 us to be able to be -- have information t and if 

18 possible the ability to try and make a decision at 

19 that meeting. Ms. Johnson. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Mr. Chair t just for myself t I'm 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

not as concerned about the evolution of -- and the 

history of this whole thing. It's more important 

for me that we're here now and that we just move 

forward in as expeditious a way as we can so as not 

to put either Trust for Public Lands or to put the 
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community in a position where they're feeling 

apprehension that we may not act. 

My other concern, Mr. Chair, is that also 

because OHA is looking for some direction -- I can 

only speak for myself. I can't speak for anyone 

else, but I really think it's very valuable for OHA 

to participate, even though it's outside of what the 

monetary consideration is that is before us. I 

think that it will provide an opportunity for them 

to be stakeholders so that they will be included in 

the entire process. I also think that that may have 

some influence on the stewardship of the area. I 

think that they should also be consulted, but 

because one of the testifiers mentioned today that 

they do have this meeting coming up, I'm very, very 

supportive of their participation. I think that 

they should participate. 

I'm just one member of, you know, nine of us, 

so for whatever it's worth, I would have preferred 

to move on this as quickly as possible, move it 

forward, but I realize that other members have 

questions and I respect that, but, you know, for my 

purposes, those are the comments that I have to 

make. I don't know if it will help, you know, any 

of the parties that are playing, you know, in this 
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1 arena{ but I think that it is very critical that we 

2 move quickly on this. And particularly because when 

3 the residents come all the way from Hana{ it means 

4 another trip. It means other things that get put 

5 off. And it's really hard for me to ask them to 

6 come out again. I would like them to be here when 

7 we do make the decision{ and I apologize that{ you 

S know -- but like everything else, things take time. 

9 So I would ask for their understanding and their 

10 compassion on this body, because{ you know, other 

11 members do have questions. Thank you. 

12 CHAIR HOKAMA: Thank you. Any other comments? 

13 Ms. Tavares. 

14 COUNCILMEMBER TAVARES: Chair{ could I request a short 

15 30-second recess? 

16 CHAIR HOKAMA: Recess. (Gavel) . 

17 RECESS: 12:42 p.m. 

IS RECONVENE: 12: 43 p.m. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIR HOKAMA: (Gavel). Okay{ Members { I have heard your 

comments and you've heard my recommendation. How we 

got here{ in my opinion{ is just as important as 

where we're going to go. Okay, and everybody needs 

to understand how we got here and why the County's 

being asked to put up $1 million and why we're being 

told that you cannot subtract the 342{000 and the 
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1 $100,000 from State agencies. Okay. I don't know 

2 who's making the deals. That's not how I made my 

3 additions and subtractions. 

4 Now, this matter will be taken up at the very 

5 next meeting, and I hope we can get enough response 

6 to move it forward. Because one thing I want to 

7 make sure, that when this -- if this Council 

8 approves this, the Hana community and any taxpayer 

9 in this County will know that we did our work well, 

10 they've answered the questions, and we've taken into 

11 account the future requirements to make sure that 

12 this land is maintained properly. That has not been 

13 answered at this time. 

14 So the Chair will ask for its deferral to the 

15 next scheduled meeting of this Committee. 

16 COUNCIL MEMBERS: No objections. 

17 CHAIR HOKAMA: Okay, thank you very much, Hana community, 

18 for being here. We appreciate your mana'o and 

19 testimony. 

20 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman. 

21 CHAIR HOKAMA: Mr. Mateo. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Chairman! thank you. Chairman, 

23 

24 

25 

would it be possible for the Chair to authorize a 

communication to OHA advising them of the decision 

and -- because their meeting is Thursday, this 

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS! INC. 
(808) 524-2090 



BF 8/3/04 131 

1 coming Thursday, and because welre going to be 

2 taking action, you know, much later than that, that 

3 our interest is still in having them being -- still 

4 having them consider participation in the purchase, 

5 if that's the direction this Council is going to be 

6 making. 

7 CHAIR HOKAMA: I am happy, if you wish the Chair or if 

8 Mr. Carroll, 11m happy to send a letter to the 

9 Office of Hawaiian Affairs prior to their Thursday's 

10 meeting giving them an accurate status of where we 

11 are at this point in time, but I would hope that the 

12 determination of OHA would be regardless whether or 

13 not they got their letter from us to participate in 

14 this land acquisition. I think OHA needs to make a 

15 decision regardless of this Council's action. If 

16 they're supportive of the efforts of this land 

17 acquisition, they should just support it. It 

18 shouldn't be dependent upon our action. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Uh-huh, uh-huh. No, I appreciate 

20 that Chairman. However, you know, the fact that we 

21 have -- we have acquired other lands and OHA has not 

22 participated --

23 CHAIR HOKAMA: That is correct. 

24 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: -- this is an opportunity for us to 

25 partner. And since, you know, Trustee Machado did 
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1 come here and also supporting her was Trustee 

2 Mossman, I would like communications to be received 

3 between us and them. Because the bottom line is the 

4 intent is correct. We're all pursuing with the same 

5 intentions and good faith, and I think it's healthy 

6 for us to continue the dialogue with OHA. 

7 CHAIR HOKAMA: Then I'm more than happy to transmit on 

8 behalf of the Committee those sentiments to the 

9 Trustees of Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

10 COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Thank you, Chairman. 

11 CHAIR HOKAMA: Any other requests? If not, thank you very 

12 much. 

13 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. (excused: WKN) 

14 ACTION: DEFER pending further discussion. 

15 CHAIR HOKAMA: This meeting is adjourned. 

16 ADJOURN: 12: 47 p.m. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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